
signs and symbols: artists and allies 
 
participating artists  
 
 
michelle handelman uses video and live performance to make hypnotic moving image installations that push against 
the boundaries of gender, race, and sexuality. She is a 2011 Guggenheim Fellow and has received numerous 
awards including support from Art Matters (2015) and New York State Council on the Arts (2018). Exhibitions 
include solo shows at San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (2018); The Henry Art Gallery, Seattle (2015); REDCAT, 
LA (2014); Broad Art Museum (2013); Guangzhou 53 Art Museum, China (2012); MIT List Visual Arts Center 
(2010); PARTICIPANT INC, NYC (2009); and the PERFORMA Biennial (2005). Her work is in the collection of 
Kadist Art Foundation SF/Paris; di Rosa Foundation and Preserve, Napa, California; Moscow Museum of 
Contemporary Art; Pigozzi Collection and Zabludowicz Art Trust. She lives in Brooklyn, New York. 
 
 
tony orrico’s work has reached mass circulation for its ingenuity within the vernacular of performance and conceptual 
drawing. He uses his own somatic research, Symmetry and Suspension as point of entry into his visual practice. He 
is interested in organized consciousness and applications of the body to a surface, object, or course. Orrico has 
performed/exhibited his work in the US, Australia, Belgium, China, Denmark, France, Germany, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, Poland and Spain. His visual work is in public collections at The National Academy of Sciences 
(Washington DC) and Museo Universitario de Arte Contemporáneo (MUAC, Mexico City) as well as prominent 
private collections. He has presented at Centre Pompidou-Metz, New Museum, and Poptech 2011: The World 
Rebalancing. 
 
 
jen denike is an artist who works with video, photography, performance and collage. Recent exhibitions include: 
Participant Inc, Julia Stoschek Collection, AE2 Los Angeles, Miami Art Basel Film Program, Schauspiel Köln Opera 
house, Faena Forum, Franklin Street Works, Bombay Beach Biennale. Her work has been exhibited internationally 
at; MoMA PS1, KW Institute Berlin, 54th Venice Biennale, Garage Projects Moscow, Eastman House, Zendai 
Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai, MOCA Toronto, MACRO ROMA, Tensta Konsthall Sweden, CCS Bard, LAND 
Los Angeles Nomadic Division, Creative Time, Performa Biennial, PopRally MOMA. Her work is in numerous private 
and public collections including The Museum of Modern Art, Julia Stoschek Collection, The Bunker, West Palm Beach. 
She has two forthcoming solo exhibitions in 2019; at Signs and Symbols NYC and Central Fine Miami.  
 
 
drew conrad was born in 1979 in Rock Hill, South Carolina. He received his BFA from the University of Georgia 
(2001) and his MFA from Parsons School of Design (2005). He has had solo exhibitions at The Central Utah Art 
Center (2017), Kustera Projects, Brooklyn (2016), Fitzroy Gallery, New York (2012) and at Get This Gallery, 
Atlanta (2013, 2009, 2005). He has additionally participated in numerous group exhibitions which include 
University Galleries of Illinois State University, The Kentucky Museum of Arts and Crafts, Pioneer Works, and 
SPRING/BREAK. He has been the recipient of a MacDowell Fellowship (2012), a Vermont Studio Center Fellowship 
(2014) and a Clocktower Residency at Pioneer Works (2014).  Conrad’s art has been featured in such publications 
as Sculpture Magazine, Art in America, Bad At Sports, Artsy, Time Out NY, and The Creators Project. Drew Conrad 
lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. 
 
 
rachel libeskind is a Brooklyn-based artist, born in Milan and raised in Berlin, Germany. She holds a B.A. 
with honors from Harvard University. Libeskind has shown her work in exhibitions in Paris, London, Milan, 
Rome, Warsaw, Vilnius, Miami and New York among other cities internationally. She is a multi-disciplinary 
artist, often merging her installation and performance with her studio practice. Libeskind’s work is 
characterized by a unique combination of historicist appropriation and improvisational arranging. Her 
work deals with issues of identity, the transmutations of past histories and the collection and curation of 
images and objects. 
 
 



wermke/leinkauf, the celebrated Berlin based artist duo, work on installations and performances/ public space 
interventions dealing with the hidden possibilities of a city. Using various artistic strategies, the conversion of urban 
topographies and the exploration of its borders, they create temporary irritations that allow new perspectives on 
'everyday' situations. In their artistic practice, crossing the boundaries of individual freedom serves as an extension 
of artistic and societal scopes. To question common standards and constraints, they "open" the city by using not only 
their bodies in performances, but also the architecture and the tools of urban spaces. Their work often relates to the 
Genius Loci and the history of a space. The duo has received numerous awards worldwide, taking them to Athens, 
Tokyo, Cologne and several locations around Germany. Their work has exhibited internationally in various solo and 
group exhibitions at venues such as HAM Helsinki Art Museum Finland, Moderna Museet Stockholm, Kunstraum 
Niederösterreich Vienna, Akademie der Künste Berlin, Manifesta 11 Zurich Switzerland, Museum of Contemporary 
Art Tokyo Japan, Museum of Contemporary Art Denmark, KW Institute Berlin and Eyebeam New York among many 
others. They have received numerous accolades for their work, including Best German Shortfilm & Audience Award 
at the International Short Film Festival Hamburg, as well as nominations for best Germans Short film of German Film 
Academy and European Film Award of European Film Academy. 
 
amy khoshbin is an Iranian-American Brooklyn-based artist merging performance, video, collage, costume and 
sound to examine our individual and collective compulsion to create, transform, and sometimes destroy the stories 
of who we are and who we think we should be. She produces media and mythologies using humor and a handmade 
aesthetic to throw a counterpunch at the high-definition, profit-generating codes and signals that American audiences 
are trained and accustomed to consuming. She has shown at venues such as The Whitney Museum of American Art, 
Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM), Times Square Arts, The High Line, Leila Heller Gallery, Mana Contemporary, 
National Sawdust, and festivals such as River to River and South by Southwest. She has received residencies at 
spaces such as The Watermill Center, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, Anderson Ranch, and Banff Centre for the 
Arts. She is a 2017 Franklin Furnace recipient and has received a Rema Hort Mann Artist Community Engagement 
Grant. Khoshbin has bachelor's degrees in Film and Media Studies from the University of Texas at Austin and a 
master's degree from the Interactive Telecommunications Program (ITP) at New York University. She has 
collaborated with Laurie Anderson, Karen Finley, Tina Barney, and poets Anne Carson and Bob Currie among 
others.  
 
stephen barker worked within ACTUP in response to the AIDS crisis, managing the Brooklyn Needle 
Exchange for two years, while also photographing his friends and fellow activists. At the height of the AIDS 
crisis in NYC, 1993-94, he brought an insider’s eye to its underground sex clubs, published by Twin Palms 
in 1999 as Nightswimming.Underlying all his subject matter is an ongoing fascination with the emotional 
weight of light and with the mechanics and politics of the very act of looking. He has had solo exhibitions 
in New York, Boston, Paris, and Zurich, and has taught at The Cooper Union, the International Center of 
Photography, and Bennington College. His work is in the collections of the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art, the New York Public Library’s Collection of Prints & Drawings, the Museum of the City of New 
York, the Center for Creative Photography, Arizona, and Fundacion Televisa, Mexico. Most recently, his 
activist portraits were shown at Daniel Cooney Fine Art in Chelsea; his project Restoration* was shown at 
Cologne’s Museum Ludwig in the group show The Eighth Square; and a long-term work, The Archivist's 
Wig, was exhibited at the Bernard Toale Gallery.  
 
kiwa is a multidisciplinary artist whose practice includes painting, sculpture and installation, video, performance, 
sound art, scenography, and text. He is also an active lecturer in the Estonian Academy of Arts and a curator 
promoting interdisciplinary and research-based projects of the younger generation of Estonian artists. KIWA studied 
at the Estonian Academy of Art and Tartu University. He has been the subject of several solo exhibitions and has 
had work in over 300 group exhibitions worldwide. Exhibition and performance highlights include: Moderna 
Museet, Malmö; Vaal gallery, Tallinn; Y-gallery, Tartu; Galerie Rivoli 59, Paris; The Kitchen, New York; Tate Modern 
and Milch Gallery, London; and DeAppel, Amsterdam, among others. In 2013, KIWA founded the publishing group 
paranoia (paranoia.ee), distributing radical experimental literature. He is the winner of the 16th Tallinn Print 
Triennial,and is nominated for the Köler Prize. KIWA lives and works in Tartu and Tallinn, Estonia. 
 
 



jeewi lee is a Berlin based artist whose multidisciplinary practice (site-specific installations and interventions involving 
performance, video, painting and sculpture) examines memory, time and decay. In her various installations, actions 
and image series, Lee works with the performative marks and imprints of the every-day, collecting and preserving 
“the trace” as a pictorial element and recorded archive of lived social and historical events. Lee questions the sphere 
of visual perception through drawing attention to the unnoticed, the disregarded and the seemingly non-existent. 
While traces appear in abstract and minimal form, they contain indexicality and narrative elements which capture 
interactions of time and space. For Lee, the trace exists as residues of past lives, recalling the passage of time, a 
visual allegory for lived experience – of history, place, memory and the body. Lee studied painting at Universität 
der Künste, Berlin, and at Hunter College University, New York. Currently, she lives and works in Florence as part 
of the Villa Romana Art Prize which she received in 2018. 
  
annabel daou’s work takes place at the intersection of writing, speech, and nonverbal communication. Her paper-
and-tape constructions, sound pieces, and performances explore the language of power and intimacy. She uses 
repetition and subtle shifts in the iteration of idioms and ordinary speech as a means of interrogating shared 
experience and misunderstanding. Daou was born and raised in Beirut and lives in New York. Recent and upcoming 
projects include: Chou Hayda? an audio work at the National Museum of Beirut (through December 2018); a project 
on digital privacy that will take place in the New York Public Libraries (October-December 2018); and just one 
question, a solo show at Galerie Tanja Wagner, Berlin (November 2018).  
 
robert wilson is an American experimental theater stage director and playwright who has been described by the 
media as "[America]'s – or even the world's – foremost avant-garde 'theater artist'. Over the course of his wide-
ranging career, he has also worked as a choreographer, performer, painter, sculptor, video artist, and sound and 
lighting designer. He is best known for his collaborations with Philip Glass on Einstein on the Beach, and with 
numerous other artists, including Heiner Müller, William S. Burroughs, Allen Ginsberg, Lou Reed, Tom Waits, David 
Byrne, Laurie Anderson, Gavin Bryars, Rufus Wainwright, Marina Abramović, Willem Dafoe, Mikhail Baryshnikov, 
Darryl Pinckney, Richard Gallo, and Lady Gaga. In 1991 Wilson established The Watermill Center, "a laboratory 
for performance" on the East End of Long Island, New York. 
 
aaron kary was born and raised in Dallas, Texas.  He graduated from the University of North Texas in 
Denton with a BA in Art History in 2014 and received a Master’s in Contemporary Art from Sotheby’s 
Institute of Art, New York in 2016. He has exhibited throughout Dallas at Edith Baker Gallery, The 
McKinney Avenue Contemporary, The Arts Gallery and Lightwell Gallery. Aaron currently lives and works 
in Brooklyn, New York.   
 
michael clemow is a conceptual sound artist based in Brooklyn, NY. His practice is focused around the idea of 
listening as a creative act and explores the positions of listening and being listened to and what it means to know-
with-the-ear. He makes installations, interventions and performances using field recordings, photographs, and 
objects, placing the artist, or the audience in some relationship with the act of listening, often specific to a particular 
site or sites. Michael graduated from the Interactive Telecommunications Program at NYU in 2009.  His work has 
been shown at Exit Art, Spectrum NYC, Dixon Place, AC Institute, Radiator Gallery, The Center for Book Arts, Howl! 
Happening, and Mana Contemporary.  He has performed in Art in Odd Places 2008, DUMBO Art Festival 2009, 
Festival MOD (Guadalajara, MX) 2012, River to River Festival 2015, and Movement Research Festival 2017.  He 
was awarded the Sonic Mmabolela sound art residency in Limpopo, South Africa in 2013 and 2015; BSMT 
Residency at Mana Contemporary 2016-2017; LABVERDE 2017; and LMCC Workspace Residency 2017-2018. 
 
melissa godoy nieto was born in 1985 in Tijuana, Mexico, and lives and works in New York. Godoy Nieto 
studied Industrial Design at Pratt Institute. A multidisciplinary artists, drawing and painting has been her 
primary practices and dominant instruments used for exploring various formats such as performance, 
installation, sculpture, and video projections. Her work has been exhibited and performed in galleries and 
art shows such as Spring/Break Art Show (NY), BRIC House (NY), Knockdown Center (NY), Flux Factory 
(NY), Platform Arts Center (Baltimore, MD), General Public Project Space and Pictoplasma (Berlin, 
Germany), The NARS Foundation (NY), MARCO Museum of Contemporary Art (Monterrey, Mexico), 
Espronceda Center for Art and Culture (Barcelona), and Musée Régional d'art Contemporain (Sérignan, 
France). 



inner course (a project by Rya Kleinpeter and Tora López) create immersive situations that incite systems of play 
through candid, improvised performances that entangle the boundaries of art maker and viewer. Their compositions 
are shaped by rumor, humor, psychodramatic inquiry, and role-play. Exhibitions include The Museum Of Old And 
New Art (Tasmania, AU), Smack Mellon (NYC), Whitney Houston Biennial (NYC), Alaska Projects (Sydney, AU) 
Honey Space (NYC), Pulse Art Fair (NYC), and the Life Is Art Foundation (New Orleans, LA). 
 
 
hekler is an interdisciplinary collective and collaborative platform that fosters critical examination of 
hospitality and conflict. HEKLER organizes events, exhibitions, and zines through actions with local and 
visiting art practitioners and community organizers. Events take place at the HEKLER headquarters in 
Gowanus and partnering satellite venues. 
 
 
meta grgurevic creates installations which explore art’s relationship to science. Although she studied painting, she 
finds her means of expression in a complex interplay of kinetic mechanical objects in multidimensional settings. She 
finished her post-graduate studies in painting at the Venice Fine Art Academy in 2007. From 2002- 2005 she, Mara 
Ambrozic, Jasmina Cibic and Mery Favaretto founded and ran the Passaporta group, which operated between 
Venice, Ljubljana, Granada and London. Since then she has frequently worked in collaboration with other artists: 
Uröa Vidic, JAäA, Tine Grgurevic, Mark Pozlep, Nina Vidrih, Kalu (Luka Uröic), Junzi. As well with people from 
fields of mechanical engineering and electrical engineering: France Petac, Otto Urpelainen and Martin Podlogar. 
 
 
stavro is a Canadian artist based in New York City. Concerned primarily with creating public art, he seeks 
out locations to leave his moniker. The artworks that Stavro makes appear to be abstract paintings, 
however, they are coded messages for the viewer to decipher. These puzzles can be found around New 
York City, Montreal and London. 
 
 
jovana djuric is a Serbian born American artist based in New York City. Concerned primarily with gesture 
and physicality involved in the creative process, Djuric merges disciplines spanning performance, sculpture, 
video and sound. Intrigued with what takes place internally during the process of creation rather than what 
remains as an artifact, she sees all her work as post-performative objects. It is the physicality of the process 
that is the main focus through which she examines individual freedom and presence vs. collective identity 
and its imposed narratives that exalt pain over joy. 
 


